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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 338.] 

ForRGET not, we beseech thee, thy servants the missionaries, who are pro- 
claiming the saving truths that thou hast revealed for man’s redemption 
to the millions who are now overshadowed by deep spiritual darkness. 
Preserve them from all evil, deliver them from mob violence, may they 
want for no good thing, but be greatly blessed with the gifts and powers of 
their ministry. Remember also their families that they may be sustained 
and comforted by thee, and be cherished and cared for by thy Saints. 

We pray thee for the members of thy holy Church throughout all the 
world, that thy people may be so guided and governed of thee, that all 
who profess to be and call themselves Saints may be preserved in the 
unity of the faith, in the way of truth, in the bonds of peace and in holi- 
ness of life. Strengthen the weak, we pray thee, and impart thy Spirit 
unto all. 

Our Father, may peace abide in all the homes of thy Saints; may holy 
angels guard them; may they be encompassed by thine arms of love; 
may prosperity shine upon them, and may the tempter and the destroyer 
be removed far from them. May the days of thy covenant people be 
lengthened out in righteousness, and sickness and disease be rebuked 
from their midst. May the land they inhabit be made fruitful by thy 
grace; may its waters be increased, and the climate be tempered to the 
comfort and need of thy people; may drought, devastating storms, 
cyclones, and hurricanes be kept afar off, and earthquakes never disturb 
the land which thou hast given us. May locusts, caterpillars, and other 
insects not destroy our gardens and desolate our fields; but may we bea 
people blessed of thee in our bodies and spirits, in our homes and habita- 
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tions, in our flocks and herds, in ourselves and our posterity, and in all 
that thou hast made us stewards over. 

Now pray we for the youth of Zion—the children of thy people; endow 
them richly with the spirit of faith and righteousness, and with increasing 
love for thee and for thy law. Prosper all the institutions that thou hast 
established in our midst for their well-being. Give to our Church schools 
an ever-increasing power for good. May thy Holy Spirit dominate the 
teachings given therein, and also control the hearts and illumine the 
minds of the students. Bless marvelously thy servants, the General 
Superintendent, and all the principals, teachers and other officers, and 
also those who form the General Board of Education of thy Church. 
Remember, likewise, in thy loving kindness the Sunday Schools, with all 
who, either as teachers or scholars, belong thereto; may the influence of 
the instruction given therein broaden and deepen, to thy glory and the 
salvation of thy children, until the perfect day. Bless the members of the 
General Board of the Deseret Sunday School Union with the wisdom 
necessary for the proper fulfillment of their duties, and for the accomplish- 
ment of the purposes for which this board was created. 

We also uphold before thee the Young Men’s and Young Ladies’ Mutual 
Improvement associations, with all their officers, general and local, and 
the members. May they be prospered of thee, their membership be en- 
larged, and the good that they accomplish increase with every succeeding 
year. For the Primaries and Religion classes we also seek thy constant 
blessing and guiding care; may the spirit of instruction be poured out 
upon the presidents and associate officers and teachers. May they keep 
pace with the rest of the educational establishments in thy Church, so 
that from their earliest years our children may be diligently brought up 
in the ways of the Lord, and thy name be magnified in their growth in 
virtue and intelligence. 

Nor would we forget, O Lord, the normal training classes among the 
people, whether these classes be connected with the Church schools, the 
Improvement associations or the Sunday schools. Grant that these classes 
may be the means of spreading true education throughout all the borders 
of the Saints by the creation of a body of teachers, who will not only be 
possessed of rare intelligence, but be filled also with the spirit of the 
Gospel, and be powerful in the testimony of thy truth, and in implanting 
a love for thee and for thy works in the hearts of all whom they instruct. 

We would hold up before thee, O Lord, the Relief Societies with all 
their members; and all those who preside in their midst, according to 
their callings and appointments, general or local. Bless the teachers in 
their labors of mercy and charity, who, as ministering angels, visit the 
homes of the sick and the needy, bearing succor, consolation and comfort 
to the unfortunate and sorrowful. And bless, we beseech thee, most 
merciful Father, the poor of thy people, that the cry of want and suffer- 
ing may not ascend unto thee from the midst of thy Saints whom thou 
hast blessed so abundantly with the comforts of this world. Open up 
new avenues by which the needy can obtain a livelihood by honest 
industry; and also incline the hearts of those blessed more abundantly 
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to give generously of their substance to their, in this respect, less favored 
brethren and sisters, that thou mayest not have reason to chide us for 
the neglect of even the least among thy covenant children. 

O God of Israel, turn thy face, we pray thee, in loving kindness toward 
thy stricken people of the House of Judah. Oh, deliver them from those 
that oppress them. Heal up their wounds, comfort their hearts, strengthen 
their feet, and give them ministers after thine own heart who shall lead 
them as of old, in thy way. May the days of their tribulation soon cease, 
and they be planted by thee in the valleys and plains of their ancient 
home; and may Jerusalem rejoice and Judea be glad for the multitude 
of her sons and daughters, for the sweet voices of children in her streets, 
and the rich outpouring of thy saving mercies upon them. May Israel no 
more bow the head, or bend the neck to the oppressor, but may his feet 
be made strong on the everlasting hills, never more, by violence, to be 
banished therefrom, and the praise and the glory shall be thine. 

Remember in like pity the dwindling remnants of the House of Israel, 
descendants of thy servant Lehi. Restore them, we pray thee, to thine 
ancient favor, fulfill in their completeness the promises given to their 
fathers, and make of them a white and delightsome race, a loved and 
holy people as in former days. May the time also be nigh at hand when 
thou wilt gather the dispersed of Israel from the islands of the sea, and 
from every land in which thou hast scattered them, and the ten tribes of 
Jacob from their hiding place in the north, and restore them to com- 
munion and fellowship with their kinsmen of the seed of Abraham. 

We thank thee, O God of Israel, that thou didst raise up patriotic men 
to lay the foundation of this great American government. Thou didst 
inspire them to frame a good Constitution, and laws which guarantee to 
all of the inhabitants of the land equal rights and privileges to worship 
thee according to the dictates of their own consciences. Bless the officers, 
both judicial and executive. Confer abundant favors upon the President, 
his Cabinet, and Congress. Enlightened and guided by thy Spirit, may 
they maintain and uphold the glorious principles of human liberty. Our 
hearts are filled with gratitude to thee, our Father in heaven, for thy 
kindness unto us in softening the hearts of our fellow citizens, the people 
of this nation towards us. That which thou hast done has been marvelous 
in our eyes. We thank thee that thou didst move upon the heart of our | 
President to issue a general amnesty; that thou hast removed prejudice 
and misunderstanding from the minds of many of the people concerning 
us and our purposes, and they are disposed to treat us as fellow-citizens, 
and not as enemies. In this holy house we feel to give thee glory therefor, 
and we humbly ask thee to increase this feeling in their hearts. Enable 
them to see us in our true light. Show unto them that we are their 
friends, that we love liberty, that we will join with them in upholding the 
rights of the people, the Constitution and laws of our country; and give 
unto us and our children an increased disposition to always be loyal, and 
to do everything in our power to maintain constitutional rights and the 
freedom of all within the confines of this great Republic. 

Remember in mercy, O Lord, the kings, the princes, the nobles, the 
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rulers and governors, and the great ones of the earth; and likewise all 
the poor, the affiicted and the oppressed, and, indeed, all people, that 
their hearts may be softened when thy servants go forth to bear testimony 
of thy name, that their prejudices may give way before the truth, and thy 
people find favor in their eyes. So control the affairs of the nations of 
the earth, that: the way may be prepared for the ushering in of a reign of 
righteousness and truth. We desire to see liberty spread throughout the 
earth, to see oppression cease, the yoke of the tyrant broken, and every 
despotic form of government overthrown by which thy children are 
degraded and crushed, and prevented from enjoying their share of the 
blessings of the earth, which thou hast created for their habitation. 

O God, the Eternal Father, thou knowest all things. Thou seest the 
course thy people have been led to take in political matters. They have, 
in many instances, joined the two great national] parties. Campaigns 
have been entered upon, elections have been held, and much party feeling 
has been engendered. Many things have been said and done which have 
wounded the feelings of the humble and the meek, and which have been 
a cause of offense. We beseech thee, in thine infinite mercy and goodness, 
to forgive thy people wherein they have sinned in this direction. Show 
them, O Father, their faults and their errors, that they may see the same 
in the light of thy Holy Spirit, and repent truly and sincerely, and culti- 
vate that spirit of affection and love which thou art desirous that all the 
children of men should entertain one for another, and which thy Saints, 
above all others, should cherish. Enable thy people hereafter to avoid 
bitterness and strife, and to refrain from words and acts in political dis- 
cussions that shall create feeling and grieve thy Holy Spirit. 

Heavenly Father, when thy people shall not have the opportunity of 
entering this holy house to offer their supplications unto thee, and they 
are oppressed and in trouble, surrounded by difficulties or assailed by 
temptaion and shall turn their faces towards this thy holy house and ask 
thee for deliverance, for help, for thy power to be extended in their be- 
half, we beseech thee to look down from thy holy habitation in mercy and 
tender compassion upon them, and listen to their cries. Or when the 
children of thy people, in years to come, shall be separated, through any 
cause, from this place, and their hearts shall turn in remembrance of thy 
promises to this holy Temple, and they shall cry unto thee from the 
depths of their affliction and sorrow to extend relief and deliverance to 
them, we humbly entreat thee to turn thine ear in mercy to them; hearken 
to their cries, and grant unto them the blessings for which they ask. 

Almighty Father, increase within us the powers of that faith delivered 
to and possessed by thy Saints. Strengthen us by the memories of the 
glorious deliverances of the past, by the remembrance of the sacred coven- 
ants that thou hast made with us, so that when evil overshadows us, when 
trouble encompasses us, when we pass through the valley of humiliation, 
we may not falter, may not doubt, but in the strength of thy holy name 
may accomplish all thy righteous purposes with regard to us, fill the 
measure of our creation, and triumph gloriously, by thy grace, over 
every besetting sin, be redeemed from every evil, and be numbered in 
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the kingdom of heaven amongst those who shall dwell in thy presence 
forever. 

And now, our Father, we bless thee, we praise thee, we glorify thee, 
we worship thee, day by day we magnify thee, and give thee thanks 
for thy great goodness towards us thy children, and we pray thee in the 
name of thy Son Jesus Christ, our Savior, to hear these our humble 
petitions, and answer us from heaven, thy holy dwelling place, where thou 
sittest enthroned in glory, might, majesty, and dominion, and with an 
infinitude of power which we, thy mortal creatures, cannot imagine, much 
less comprehend. Amen and Amen. 


After the prayer the whole assemblage joined in the holy “Hosanna 
shout,” as follows: - 

“Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, to God and the Lamb, Amen, Amen, 
Amen.” This sacred exercise was accompanied by simultaneous waving 
of handkerchiefs by all the people assembled. 

The Hosanna anthem, (composed for the dedication by Evan Stephens), 
was sung by the choir, and, following directly’ after it, the assemblage 
joined in singing: 

The Spirit of God like a fire is burning ! 

The latter-day glory begins to come forth; 

PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON 
addressed the congregation. His remarks were in harmony with the great 
occasion. They were not only instructive, but of such a character as to 
afford comfort and consolation to the Saints, pointing their minds to a 
brighter day in the future than they had ever yet beheld. 

PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF 
spoke works of comfort for the people of Zion, and uttered a prophecy 
concerning the future of the people of God. 

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH 

spoke of the great amount of work that had been done upon the Temple 
since April, 1892. It had been accomplished by the labor and offerings of 
the Saints. He also alluded in terms of commendation to the efficient 
services of Architect Joseph Don Carlos Young, and the assiduous labors, 
faith, persistency and watchfulness of Bishop John R. Winder, who was 
entitled to the gratitude and blessing of the whole people, and he, the 
speaker pronounced a blessing upon him to endure in time and eternity. 
President Smith next spoke of the united condition of the Priesthood and 
of the nature of his feelings, which were deeply stirred and many of the 
congregation were also moved to tears. [na response to a request made 
by him for an expression as to whether those present felt that the Lord 
had accepted of the house dedicated to Him, a tremendous and unanimous 
shout was given. 

The Spirit of God filled the house during the services. 

The choir sang the anthem: 

** Arise ye Saints,” 

Benediction by President Lorenzo Snow. 

Services were continued in the Temple each day until April 24, after 
which Conference adjourned for six months. 
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IRISH CONFERENCE. 


Minutes of the Irish Conference held at 90 Thorndyke Street, Belfast, 
Sunday, May 14. There were present: President Alfred Solomon, of the 
Liverpool office; T. A. Clawson and S. B. Clawson, of the London Con- 
ference; George Black, of the Sheffield Conference; James B. Bracken, 
President of, and Jas. R. Beus, Thos. Henderson and Hugh McKay travel- 
ing Elders in the Irish Conference. 

12 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Beus. Singing. 

Sacrament was administered by Elders Henderson and McKay. 

President Bracken in opening the conference expressed his pleasure at 
seeing sO many present. 

Elder T. A. Clawson rejoiced in the privilege of meeting with the Saints. 
The Gospel we were teaching was the power of God unto salvation. John 
the Baptist came to prepare the way before the Lord by teaching repen- 
tance and baptism for the remission of sins. Jesus received the ordinance 
of baptism at John’s hands before commencing His labors, telling John it 
was necessary to salvation; and then He received the Holy Ghost, God 
bearing testimony of the pleasure He had in the Son for obeying the law. 
The Apostles went forth in the execution of the commission the Savior 
had given them, teaching the same principles that John the Baptist and 
Jesus had done before them, viz., faith, repentance, baptism by immersion 
for the remission of sins, and the birth of the Spirit. The speaker closed 
his remarks by bearing a strong testimony to the restoration of the Gospel. 

Elder 8S. B. Clawson said we taught the Same Gospel that Jesus Christ 
and His Apostles did 1800 years ago. The way of salvation was at a 
sacrifice of worldly things. It was necessary for us to be doers of the 
word and not hearers only. Our Lord had established the plan of sal- 
vation, and in vain would men establish other organizations, creeds, and 
faiths, for there was but “One Lord, one faith, one Spirit, and one bap- 
tism.” The speaker closed by bearing a strong testimony to the restora- 
tion of the Gospel in these the last days by an holy angel from on high. 
The church is organized with Apostles and Prophets, and we enjoyed the 
same gifts and blessings that characterized the ancient Saints. 

President Bracken made a few closing remarks. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Henderson. 

6:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder McKay. Singing. 

Elder Henderson was pleased to meet with the Saints. He testified to 
the restoration of the Gospel with all its gifts and blessings. 

Elder McKay spoke of the necessity of obedience to the ordinances of 
the Gospel. God had instituted them as a part of the great scheme of 
salvation. 

Elder Beus showed that the principle of revelation was a necessity in 
the Church of Christ. 

Elder Black spoke of the divine authority and its restoration in this age. 

President Solomon addressed the Saints on coming judgments, the de- 
struction of the wicked, the ushering in of a reign of righteousness, and 
the necessity of a life of diligence and preparation therefor, Exhorted 
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the Saints to be faithful in paying their tithes and offerings; there were 
different degrees of glory for different degrees of merit. 
The Church authorities were presented and unanimously sustained. 
The statistical report was as follows: meetings held 102; baptized 7; 
emigrated 6; blessed 1; tracts distributed 7,862; books 26; High Priest 1; 
Seventies 3; Elders 3; members 44; total officers and members 51. 
Singing. Benediction by President Bracken. J. R. Brus, Secretary. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Kangaroos are such a plague in Australia that the Government pays a bounty of eight- 
pence for each of these animals that is killed. 


The most expensive Legislature in the world is that of France, which costs annually 
£720,000. The Italian Parliament costs £86,000 a year. 


Bankruptcy returns show that the farmers are still amongst the most unfortunate class. 
In a recent period of three months over ninety farmers in England and Wales confessed 
themselves financially ruined. 


Country roads in China are never bounded by fences, but are entirely undefined. 
While the farmer has a right to plow up any road passing through his land, drivers of 
vehicles have an equal right—and they exercise it—to traverse any part of the country 
at large. 

Experiments were recently made at Toulon for illuminating the bottom of the sea 
with electric lamps. The apparatus employed was sunk six fathoms deep, and it illum- 
inated the bottom to a radius of one hundred feet. It is thought that the lamp will be 
of the greatest value for surveying wrecks or reconnoitering for concealed torpedoes. 


The greatest library in the world is the Bibliothtque National, in Paris, founded by 
Louis XIV. It contains 1,400,000 volumes, 300,000 pamphlets, 175,000 manuscripts, 
300,000 maps and charts, and 150,000 coins and medals. The collection of engravings 
exceeds 1,300,000, contained in some 10,000 volumes. The portraits number about 
100,000. 

A new application of aluminium has been found, namely, as a substitute for slate- 
pencils. The aluminium pencils, which do not require to be sharpened, cannot be 
broken, are almost everlasting, and write as clearly upon a slate as the ordinary pencils ; 
but they require a rather greater pressure in use. The writing may be obliterated with 
a wet sponge. 

The Rothschild family have, it is averred, recently purchased for the sum of £35,000 
the identical clock manufactured by the royal hands of the ill-fated Louis X VI. in the 
days when he was actively and congenially employed in his private workshop. This 
curious time-piece was for a long time an historic heirloom in an English family, but 
somehow found its way to St. Petersburg, where it was secured by its present owners. 

There is in Spain a river called Tinto, which has very extraordinary qualities. Its 
waters, which are as yellow as the topaz, harden the sand and petrify it in a most sur- 
prising manner. If a stone falls into the river and rests upon another they become per- 
fectly united and conglutinated in a year. It withers all the plants on its banks, as 
well as the roots of trees, which it dyes of the same hue as its waters. No fish live in it. 

The inhabitants of the Andaman Islands are the smallest race of known human beings 
—that is, taken on an average. The height of a full-grown Andaman islander seldom 
exceeds three and a half feet, and few weigh over sixty-five pounds. They are said to 
be marvelously swift on foot, as well as being possessed with extraordinary endurance, 
The few travellers who visit the islands avoid contact with the dwarfs as far as possible, 
partially on account of their extreme uncleanliness, but principally because of their war- 
like disposition and their handiness with poisoned spears. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, MAY 29, 1893. 


THE SCEPTIC. 


Dip the sceptic ever contemplate the landscape in the middle of the year, 
when seed, grains, and fruit are beginning to ripen, and gentle leaflets to 
burst from purple buds,—did he ever behold the timid grass peep forth, 
and the mellow soil to open its fruitful bosom to every grain and seed 
dropped from the planter’s hand—buried, but to spring up again, clothed 
with a new mysterious being? Did he ever watch the ripening grain and 
fruit, pendant from stalk and vine and tree; the meadow, the field, the 
pasture, the grove, each after its kind, arrayed in many colors, and instinct 
with circulating life? Did he ever realize that seven millions of counted 
leaves were on a single tree, each of which is a system whose exquisite 
complication puts to shame the shrewdest cunning of the human hand, 
while every planted seed and grain which is loaned to the earth com- 
pounds its usury thirty, sixty, and a hundred fold? Did he ever think 
how harmoniously adapted to the sustenance of living nature these 
miracles were? Does he not see all this every year; and does the thought 
never occur to him that he lives, moves, breathes, and thinks in this 
atmosphere of wonder,—himself the greatest wonder of all, whose smallest 
fiber and faintest pulsation is as much a mystery as the blazing glories of 
Orion’s belt? 

Are there persons in these lands who, on observing the glories of an 
unseen Providence, will not pause, admire, and instantly turn the mind 
with reverance towards the Almighty Creator, the wonders of whose hand 
are at every step discovered? Yes; for these persons maintain that a 
miracle is contrary to experience, and in the same breath infer that it is 
also contrary to experience that the august Power which turns the clod of 
the earth into the daily bread of a thousand million of souls could feed 
five thousand in the wilderness! The number of people of this belief, 
however, are comparatively few; and it is certainly to the credit of the 
age that among the better classes of Great Britain a disposition, both to 
speak and act upon religious matters with an appearance at least of pro- 
priety, is found. Indeed, such is the state of feeling upon these points 
that any glaring attempt to set up the standard of infidelity would be 
considered almost an outrage upon public decency. But notwithstanding 
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this semblance of regard, there is little reason to imagine that the enemies 
of the Old and New Testaments have’ abated anything of their real 
hostility, or that their progress is the less formidable. There is a fashion 
in scepticism, which readily adapts itself to the reigning humors and 
caprices of mankind; and although its purposes are ever the same, yet the 
shapes which it assumes, and the subjects to which it is applied, vary with 
the character of the time. 

It is a common notion in the present day, that the object of all religious 
worship being the same, it is immaterial by what path that object is to be 
attained. The sophistry of this representation is too palpable to delude 
any but the most unwary. The creeds of a Mahometan, of a Deist, and 
of a Christian, all inculcate the adoration of a God; but it cannot be 
argied from this that the God of all these is the same, or, if He be the 
same, that He will be equally propitious to their contradictory modes of 
belief and worship. The systems of Newton and Ptolemy, although they 
regard the same celestial bodies, are not, therefore, indifferently true. 
Nor can it be immaterial to the astronomer, whether the sun or the earth 
be in the centre of the universe, excepting as he may consider both hypo- 
theses to be equally improbable. It is upon this ground that our iadiffer- 
ence is soon transferred from each particular position to the sum and 
substance of the whole; and it is thus that the sceptic, while he extends 
a general like to all, inculcates those principles which must finally lead to 
the adoption of none. 

To obliterate the sense of Deity, of moral sanctions, and of a future 
world, is evidently the principle object of modern sceptics. Yet a belief 
in a life beyond this world is the only thing that can pierce the walls of 
our prison house, and let hope shine in upon a scene that would be other- 
wise bewildered and desolate. The proselytism of the sceptic is, indeed, 
a dismal mission. For what it takes away scepticism gives nothing in 
return. What, then, is it worth? Everything to be valued has a com- 
pensating power. Nota blade of grass that withers, or the ugliest weed 
that is flung away to rot and die, but reproduces something. Nothing in 
nature is barren. It would, therefore, appear that anything that is, or 
seems opposed to nature cannot be true; it can only exist in the shape 
that a counterfeit mould imparts to one of its coinages—a mass of base 
money that will not pass current with any person that observes carefully 
and thinks correctly. To the patient seeker after nature’s secrets, however, 
is unfolded the marvels of creation, and the treasures of God’s works. 

Amid all the illusions which momentary visitations of seriousness and 
sentiment throw around the character of man, the question may be asked 
of the sceptic what good he proposes by the publishing of his doctrines. 
Will they wake a man a better citizen, or the father of a family a more en- 
dearing husband, friend, or son? Will they enlarge his public or private 
virtues or correct any of his weaknessess? What is there either joyful or 
glorious in such opinions, and do they contribute to the happiness of 
human nature? Notwithstanding all the attempts which have been made 
by sceptics these queries have never been satisfactorily answered. It is 
safe to assert that they never will be; for in the order and constitution 
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of things around us we see such innumerable and overpowering proofs— 
antagonistic to the doctrines of the sceptic—-of wisdom, intelligence, and 
design, that a doubt cannot be entertained as to the existence of the 
Almighty being that designed them. 

To the sceptic may be said, think as freely as you will, but think. Call 
your understanding into action. If you are perplexed by the sophistries 
around, descend into the inmost recesses of your own heart, and calmly 
inquire whether or not, you have adopted a system which is most indul- 
gent to your passions, and least in opposition to your vicious inclinations. 
Apply the same tests to the true Gospel—as taught by the Elders of Israel 
now in your country—on the one hand, and to scepticism and Christianity 
on the other. That which you find the most flippant in its language, the 
most artful in its insinuations, the most inconsistent in its principles, the 
most untenable in its arguments, and, above all, the most flattering in its 
indulgences, boldly pronounce an imposture, and reject accordingly. If 
you have investigated with an honest heart you will have embraced the 
only true Gospel as taught by the Latter-day Saints, which has God for 
its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, 
for its matter. W. B. D., Jr. 


THERE are many small churches scattered up and down England, of 
which Lullington Church, in Sussex, is considered to be the smallest. The 
church is situated in a picturesque valley, and is reached from Alfriston 
by a path which passes through some charming scenery. The village in 
which it stands is named in the Domesday Book, and the inhabitants fur- 
nished many of the supporters of Jack Cade’s insurrectionary movement. 
It claims Sir Philip Sidney as one of its mediwval landed proprietors, and 
boasts of having once been raided by the Puritans. In Oliver Cromwell’s 
time the original church was destroyed, and its annals were so effectually 
obliterated that even the name of its patron saint is lost. Its nameless 
successor is erected on the site of the chancel of the former church, and 
is about sixteen feet square. It has sitting accommodation for thirty 
people. There is a small altar and a very big pulpit, the latter of which 
seems to absorb all the light of the five narrow lancet windows. Some- 
where in the little wooden belfry which surmounts the roof is a bell, but 
the birds have nested so religiously in the turret that the clapper no 
longer calls the faithful to prayer. The church is not in the best condition, 
and there is a deal of talk every year about “renovating” it. “It is to be 
hoped the spiritual! authorities will avoid this deadly sin. To strip the 
ivy off the old flint walls, to disturb the moss and lichen on the tiled and 
shaled roof, to banish the charm of antiquity that wraps the diminutive 
building as in a mantle, would be the commission of a crime of the worst 
kind church “restorers” have been guilty of.” 


It would appear, now that the original patent of the Bell telephone 
has expired, that the telephone monopoly will soon be, if it is not already, 
over, as the commercial world has already witnessed the advent of several 
enterprises which are intended to rival the Bell Telephone Company. On 
June 30, 1894, the patent for the receiver will expire, and by that time 
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other companies may, perhaps, appear in the field. In Pennsylvania an 
“exchange” has already begun operation under a “duplex” system, by 
means of which it is claimed that a long distance and short distance sys- 
tem can be operated over the same wire; and the claim is also made that 
by the new system operating expenses will be greatly reduced. There are 
in use still other telephones, not covered by the Bell patents now in force, 
but depending upon mechanical force rather than the electric current. 
How far these enterprises will affect the Bell monopoly remains to be 
seen. The Engineer says, “That rivals will appear in a formidable manner 
at once may be doubted. Until the expiration of the receiver patent, 
June 30, 1894, it is perhaps, not to be expected that any serious effort will 
be made to drive the Bell monopoly out of existance. In about a year 
the aspect of affairs may change, though even on that score there may be | 
some doubt. A suit is now pending in the Federal courts however, that 
may result in opening the monopoly to competition sooner than is ex- 
pected; but lawsuits are fickle things on which to rely. So far as the 
public are concerned, at least, it can safely be said that they are more 
indignant at the extortions used to wring out a dividend of from seventy 
to one hundred and forty per cent a year on telephone stock, and would 
be very apt to patronize any company that offered freedom from that 
extortion.” 


Tue Great Western is the oldest railway company in England, having 
been so called in 1835; the South-Eastern was so known in 1836; the 
London and South-Western received the present name in 1839; the Mid- 
land in 1844; the Brighton, Great Northern, and London and North 
Western in 1846. This does not give the dates when the railways were 
made, but merely when they took their present names. 


It is said that one of the best methods of improving the memory is to 
begin by treating it as if it were another person, and then charging it, 
upon penalty of a severe upbraiding, to keep until wanted the informa- 
tion, fact, date, name, or whatever is to be remembered. In this course 
one unconsciously does two things—sorting out things worth knowing and 
impressing them upon the memory in such a way as to cause it to grasp 
and keep them. The latter is a most important thing to do. Half of 
one’s forgetfulness comes from failure to properly grasp what is to be 
remembered. . 


WetsH ConrEerENcE Noticze.—The Welsh Conference will be held at 188 
Cathays Terrace, Cathays, on Sunday, July 2, 1893. Meetings will com- 
mence at 11 a.m. and 2 and 6:30 p.m. 


DISTRICT MEETING OF THE NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE. 


Minutes of a district meeting of the Newcastle Conference held at 
Spinneymoore, May 14, 1893. There were present: John W. Chambers 
President of, W. A. Beckstead, E. A. Knowles, C. F. Longson, A. H. Moyes, 
L. H. Crittenden and Alfred Smurthwaite traveling Elders in the New 
castle Conference. 


$60 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


2pm. Singing. Prayer by Elder Knowles. Singing. 

President Chambers said as the servants of God, we came to deliver His 
Gospel message to the people, the same that the Savior and His Apostles 
taught. We had no new doctrines to preach but the same that had been 
taught from Adam down. He spoke on the Godhead, showing by the 
scriptures what kind of a being God was, and that by praying to a God 
that could hear we could expect an answer to our prayers. He also spoke 
upon the principles of faith, repentance, baptism and the reception of the 
Holy Ghost. 

Elder Smurthwaite spoke at some length on the first principles of the 
Gospel, explaining who were proper subjects for baptism, how the Holy 
Ghost was conferred, and of the way Christ called His Apostles and sent 
them forth to preach the Gospel. He testified of the restoration of the 
Gospel and warned the people to repent, and obey it. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Longson. 

6 p.m. Singing. Prayer by President Chambers. Singing. 

Elder Crittenden said that he trusted what he might say would be 
edifying to all, he had a message to leave and those that will obey the 
same will be saved in the kingdom of God; explained the necessity of 
faith, repentance and baptism, also spoke of the signs that would follow 
those that were sincere in what they did, there were a great many seeking 
signs, but this was a wicked and adulterous generation seeking after signs 
and no signs would be given them. Signs were to follow the believer, 
confirming his faith and to comfort him in days of tribulation. 

Elder Moyes said that we were placed here for a purpose and that we 
did not come by chance, we were here to work out our salvation. He 
explained the difference between faith and belief alone by quotations from 
holy writ, and said that baptism was a law and that all laws were binding. 
He then spoke at some length on the Kingdom of God showing how it 
would be established, that it would have laws in it, also a king and duly 
appointed officers each one knowing his place. He spoke upon the neces- 
sity of revelation at all times to guide us and bore his testimony to the 
restoration of the Gospel and also the divine mission of Joseph Smith the 
prophet of latter-days. 

On Saturday a meeting was held at the market place, President Cham- 
bers and Elders Beckstead and Moyes speaking on the first principles 
of the Gospel after which a general invitation was given to all to be 
present on Sunday. We had some fifty strangers present on Sunday at 
the two meetings and about one hundred and fifty to two hundred at the 
outdoor meeting. The Spirit of God was with us in our gatherings and 
altogether we had a time of rejoicing. Elders W. A. Becksted and A. 
Knowles are deserving of credit for the work they had done before the 
meeting. C, F. Lonason, Clerk of Meeting. 


THE SAINTS IN MEXICO. 


W. D. Jounson, JR., who presides over Colonia Diaz ward, in Chihuahua, 
Mexico, in the capacity of Bishop, and who has been in this city attending 
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the annual conference, starts for his home to-morrow. In conversation 
to-day he gave the following items regarding the settlements of the Latter- 
day Saints in Chihuahua. 

During 1891 and 1892 the drouth in that part of the country was terrible 
and almost dried the people out. Thousands of cattle died from lack of 
water and scarcity of food caused by the failure of the grass. Such a 
drouth has never been known before in Mexico. Its operations, associated 
with the failure or inability of J. W. Young to pay for work done on the 
railway, caused considerable hardship, and almost financially ruined some 
of the people. Last winter, however, the rains again began, and a marked 
change has come over the whole scene. The grain and grass are growing 
nicely, the first crop of lucern is now ready to cut, and the fruit crop is in 
splendid condition. From conditions which caused feelings of serious dis- 
couragement there has been a transition to brighter prospects than were 
ever known before. 

There are five Mormon settlements in Chihuahua. Diaz and Juarez, 
with a population of over 700 each; Dublan, with 250 to 300 inhabitants; 
and Pacheco and Cave Valley, with an aggregate population of about 300. 

Diaz is located in the Ascension Valley, which is about 50 miles long by 
20 to 25 miles wide, and Dublan in the Casas Grandes valley, about the 
same size, and through both runs the Casas Grandes river. Though so 
much farther south than Great Salt Lake valley, the climate of Diaz valley 
is no warmer in the summer time. This is owing to the fact that its 
altitude is 400 feet above that of Salt Lake. In the winter, however, the 
weather is not nearly so cold. Last winter the heaviest storm deposited 
about four inches of snow, which lay on the ground a whole day. Usually 
snow melts as quickly as it falls. 

All kinds of temperate fruits except apples do well in the Diaz valley. 
Apples are grown, but they are not up to the standard of first class Utah 
fruit. But grapes, peaches, apricots and other small and stone fruits do 
splendidly. The valley is not warm enough for oranges, though these do 
well on the west slope of the Sierra Madre, about 125 miles west of Diaz 
in Sonora, where the altitude of the valleys is much less. 

As at Deming, New Mexico, a noticeable feature on entering the Diaz 
valley is the number of windmills to be seen on every hand. These are 
used to obtain water for gardens and orchards. There is an abundance of 
water within four to sixteen feet of the surface, and it is brought up from 
wells by being pumped by the windmills. But for corn, beans and other 
field crops the rains have been largely relied on and the failure of these 
caused the drouth to be felt so severely. A fair supply of water is now 
obtainable from a canal twenty-five miles long, which comes out from the 
Pala Tada spring, and in which the Mormons have purchased from the 
Mexicans a one-third interest. They are also working on a reservoir 
system, by the completion of which they anticipate averting all further 
danger from drouth. The waters of the river are to be stored in winter in 
& vast reservoir already partly prepared for this purpose by nature. 

Two crops are raised annually; in fact this is a necessity in the case of 
potatoes if planted early, as the first crop would not keep over for seed; 
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so a double crop is raised. In the case of corn, beans, etc., they are raised 
as a second crop after wheat. At first the people thought they could not 
raise wheat, as the seasons were so much changed in some respects from 
Utah, and they depended entirely on the Mexicans for their supply. But 
the pressure of hard times caused by the drouth compelled them to engage 
in wheat cultivation, and the result is that this year there will be a mag- 
nificent harvest in the latter part of May and first of June. The crop will 
be all in before the summer rains, which begin in July and continue till 
the early part of September. Mr. Johnson is taking in a threasher and 
header which will be put in operation next month. 

Juarez is located in a canyon through which flows a branch of the Casas 
Grandes river, which does not fail as the main stream did lower down. It 
is a splendid place for fruits. A canning factory there did well last year, 
and it is anticipated will do still better this season. There is a good 
market among the Mexicans at Chihuahua and other places. 

A woollen mill is shortly to be established at Juarez, as there is ample © 
water power there. In fact, it is the purpose to make it a manufacturing 
center for the surrounding country, for which it possesses all the necessary 
advantages. There is now running there a co-operative store, a shoe 
factory, and a tannery. In the cana agrie, or sour cane, which contains 80 
per cent tannin, and grows wild in almost inexhaustible quantities they 
have an article for tanning leather which cannot be excelled. Large quan- 
tities of it are shipped to Europe for tanneries there, as well as to different 
parts of the United States and Mexico. A Deming company has now 
commenced the manufacture of a cana agrie extract, and exports it in 
that form. At this establishment $20 per ton is paid for the root, which 
the people are now beginning to cultivate because of its marketable value. 

The Juarez academy is under the direction of Dennis E. Harris as prin- 
cipal, and has a large attendance. There are a number of Mexican mem- 
bers of the Church, and services are held weekly in Spanish, under the 
presidency of Elder Henry Eyring. 

Pacheco and Cave Valley are located in the Sierra Madre range of moun- 
tains, and are conveniently located for raising fruit and vegetables, for 
the care of stock, and for access to extensive timber tracts for lumber. 
They now have two sawmills and a plaining mill. 

Diaz and Dublan are in the valley, in a good locality for grain and fruits, 
At Diaz there is an orchard, owned by one person, that contains 7000 peach 
trees. The Diaz academy has an attendance of over 200 children, some of 
them Mexicans. John M. Mills is principal. The academy is in excellent 
condition. Every other Wednesday the theological exercises are conducted 
in the Spanish language. 

The best of feelings exist between the Saints and the Mexicans. The 
latter welcome the former to the country. Eight years ago, when the 
Mormons first went there, there was not in the town of La Ascencion a 
wooden door or a glass window. But in that period there has been a great 
change, and wooden floors, and doors and glass windows are very common. 
The Mexicans have copied after their more advanced neighbors, to whom 
they will now grant any reasonable privilege. 
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As yet there is no nearer railway connections to the Mormon settlements 
in Chihuahua than Deming, New Mexico, 80 miles from Dublan, though 
the railway is graded for 75 miles, and tracking will propably begin next 
month. There must be thirteen miles laid in Mexican territory before 
June 10, to hold the grant, and as the English syndicate paid $100,000 two 
months ago for it they will not be like to permit it to be forfeited through 
further delay. 

Mr. Johnson has helped to make three new settlements, at Johnson and 
Kanab, in Kane county, Utah, and this latest one in Mexico. He says 
there have been no greater hardships in forming the Mexican settlements 
than there was in starting those in Utah. Some of the Mexican colonists 
came from the northern valleys, and had not been used to the frontier 
hardships of southern Utah. The work of a new settlement therefore 
seemed to be a little more severe on them than on the others. 

The Mormon settlements in Mexico are nicely laid out after the general 
design of those in Utah, the streets meeting the points of the compass. 
The width of the streets is six rods, while the blocks are fourteen rods 
square, and each containing four city lots, all on corners. There is an 
abundance of shade trees in the streets. The people get along well in 
their relations with each other and their Mexican neighbors, and under 
the direction of Elder George Teasdale, the progress and condition of the 
Saints is very satisfactory. 

Mr. Johnson invites Utah people to pay the Chihuahua colonists a visit, 
and promises that they will be met at Deming if desired, and be made 
welcome. He advises, however, that visits in that section be avoided 
during the rainy season of July and August, and the early part of Sep- 
tember, as the heavy downpour makes the roads heavy for traveling.— 
Deseret News. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
Apostle Moses Thatcher, has so far recovered from his severe illness, that he is able to 
go out for short rides. 


Nat M. Brigham, of Salt Lake City, has been appointed United States Marshal for 
Utah. He will succeed I. A. Benten the present marshal. 


The health of President Wilford Woodruff which has been quite poor for some time 
past is much improved, and it is expected he will soon be enjoying his usual health. 

The President has appointed H. W. Smith, of Ogden, as Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the territory, it is supposed that he will supplant Judge J. W. Black- 
burn, of Provo. 

C. C. Richards, an attorney of Ogden, has received the appointment of Secretary for 
Utah Territory. Mr. Richards is a Mormon, and we believe that this is the first instance 
of anyone of that faith having received a federal appointment since 1857. 

J. L. Rawlins, the recently elected delegate to congress, by the Democrats of Utah, 
has created a sensation by resigning. He sent in his resignation May 6, and left for his 
home in Utah the same day. He has not given any reason for his action. 

The Union Pacific and Rio Grande Railway Co., have made a cut in passenger tickets 
between Salt Lake City and Denver from $25 to $13. This is owing to a fight between 
the Midland and Denver and Rio Grande between Grand Junction and Denver. 
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